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contribution to the rise of chemical industry has still to be
recognized.

Unhappily there is no extant biography of Roebuck. Apart
from a chapter by Dr. Hamilton, the materials in Dickinson's
book on Boulton, and a short sketch in the Dictionary of National
Biography, the only relevant sources that I have been able
to discover are contained in Prosser's Birmingham Inventors and
in a detailed obituary in the Transactions of the Royal Society
of Edinburgh for 1796. Like Black and Honfe he was an original
fellow. One fact about his early life is interesting, because of the
light it throws on the cultural decadence of official education in
England before the repeal of rthe Test Acts. His parents were
prosperous dissenters of Sheffield. He was sent from Dr. Dod-
dridge's Academy at Northampton to Edinburgh University and
subsequently set up practice in Birmingham, long since famous
for its smithies and for the coal it consumed. There he started
private work on refining precious metals. This no doubt led him
on to the sulphuric acid project. Prosser says that sulphuric acid
was in great demand among Birmingham manufacturers. I sus-
pect that this was because it was used to make nitric acid from
saltpetre in connection with the process to which Roebuck first
applied himself. Be that as it may, it was no accident that a
physician met the demand. The popularity of sodium sulphate
as an aperient had made the preparation of sulphuric acid essential
to the practice of pharmacy. An English physician named Ward
set up a small manufactory at Twickenham in 1740. Though it
could hardly be called a factory, it reduced the price from 2s. 6d.
an oz. to 2s. a Ib. Judged by Roebuck's achievement the cost
was still considerable on account of the expense of the large glass
vessels employed. Roebuck made use of Glauber's discovery that
sulphuric acid does not attack lead. So he built large lead chambers
to make it. He seemed to have retreated to Scotland to avoid
legal entanglements ensuing out of the Ward patent, and according
to the writer of his obituary Ward contested his Scottish patent
without success. The factory in Steelhouse Lane, Birmingham,
passed into other hands after Roebuck set up his works at Preston-